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Introduction
Welcome back! It is so good to see you all! I hope you all have enjoyed your
Christmas break. I know we are only i January, but we have managed the darkest
part of the year. We are heading towards summer with bright nights, temperatures
around 20 degrees, air smelling of flowers and ... Come on! Don’t give me that
look. It is only four months left!

I should probably introduce myself. My name is Ola Wingbrant, and I have
the privilege to start this new year and announce a new series of sermons.

Last spring we launched our new vision for the church. It is summarized in
our vision statement as:

A transformed Nyköping, for people, to God.

This vision has four components:

∙ A city of unity and reconciliation.

∙ A city of close relationships.

∙ A city where you learn to know God.

∙ A city of worship and discipleship

If you think it sounds like an ambitious program, I totally agree. But if we
aim for something that we can accomplish without God’s help, we are aiming
to low. This vision will not be accomplished in here, but rather out there, on
the street, in your homes, at your school or workplace. In here, is our training
ground. My hope is that we will learn stuff in here, that we can practice out there.
We will begin this year with a set of sermons that are connected with the first
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point, reconciliation. We will talk about reconciliation with God, with our fellow
human beings, and with ourselves. Hopefully we will also have a couple of guest
preachers throughout this spring.

How many of you have seen today’s title? Maybe in the newspaper, on Face-
book, or our posters? It is "Reconciliation with God". If you have not seen our
posters, you should really look for them throughout the city. They are beautiful.

The key verse
My message today will be incredibly simple. In fact, it is so simple that many
have a hard time accepting it. And for some of us who do, it is so simple that we
have to keep focus on it. Otherwise we begin to add stuff to it, often in form of
requirements or prerequisites.

So, what is my message? There are some who have called it

"The most comprehensive statement in the Bible of pure love and
grace of God."

Now, I suspect that at least a few of you are thinking of John 3:16 - at least I
would. And it is a good guess. However, it is not what I have in mind for today.
Instead our central verse will be Romans 5:8. You can think of it as Paul’s version
of John 3:16 if you like. It says:

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.

The Greek word (hamartano) used for "sin" is a term originally used in archery
and it means "to miss the mark/target". The ultimate goal is to have a deep, healthy
relationship with God. That is why God created us in the first place. Ultimately
to "sin" then, is to miss this goal. This language can be transferred to certain
actions. So, to "sin" is to perform an action that separates one from God. This is
typically connected with actions that contradict God’s character, his will, and/or
his moral standards. It follows that a "sinner" is someone who performs actions
that separates them from God. Also, being in a state of sin or being a "sinner"
means to be separated from God.

This text reveals to us that, in contrast to the picture many have, God is not an
angry god whom we must appease with good deeds in order to earn or deserve his
favor. On the contrary, God is a loving god trying to reconcile even his enemies
to himself12.

12 Cor 5:19
2Col 1:20
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The Context

Justification
This may not be clear from this verse alone, so let us read it in its context, Romans
5:1-11. But before we do, let me just give a brief summary of the preceding
chapters. In chapters 1 through 4 Paul indicates how all humanity has sinned
and is separated from God. He also discusses how there is a way to restore the
relationship with God through what is known as "justification by faith".

Justification (Greek dikaiothentes) is a technical term borrowed from the legal
system of the day. In our context "to be justified" means "to be declared righ-
teous". Now, that did not help much, did it? I simply replaced one definition
with another. So let me also explain "righteous". "To be righteous" is to have a
healthy relationship with God. Hence, justification means to be declared as having
a healthy relationship with God.

With this background, I think we are ready to read the whole passage (Romans
5:1-5).

Therefore, since we have been declared righteous by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we
have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand,
and we rejoice in the hope of God’s glory. 3 Not only this, but we
also rejoice in sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
4 and endurance, character, and character, hope. 5 And hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Let me just comment on a few things before we continue. Paul writes that we
have peace with God through Jesus Christ. This is a change of status. Before our
acceptance of Christ, we did not have peace with God, i.e. we were opposed to
him. The word used for peace here is the Greek word (eirene) corresponding to
the Hebrew "shalom". This is a specific term encompassing much more than just
absence of conflict. It is what some commentators describe as "a flood of human
flourishing that saturates and permeates every aspect of life". So, what Paul is
saying is that we, through Jesus Christ, have a healthy relationship with God that
permeates every area of life.

Paul is also speaking about hope. Hope in the New Testament is not a some
dopey wish or dream that may or may not come true. The word he uses carries
the meaning of "confident expectation". How can Paul be so sure? He says we
can have this hope or, rather, confident expectation because we have been given
the Holy Spirit. Therefore we know that our hope will come true. We will not get
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disappointed. And he says that we can actually rejoice in hardship, because it will
only make this confident expectation stronger or greater.

The Holy Spirit is what makes us confident that our hope for God’s
glory will come true.

Reconciliation
But let us move on. We now turn to the part that contains our key verse (Romans
5:6-11).

6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for
the ungodly. 7 (For rarely will anyone die for a righteous person,
though for a good person perhaps someone might possibly dare to
die.) 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, because
we have now been declared righteous by his blood, we will be saved
through him from God’s wrath. 10 For if while we were enemies we
were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, how much more,
since we have been reconciled, will we be saved by his life? 11 Not
only this, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received this reconciliation.

The word translated as helpless in verse 6 may also be translated as powerless,
and conveys both physical and/or moral inability. It expresses the idea that we
are incapable of working out any righteousness for ourselves. But it does not stop
there. Notice how these verses contain an increasing language of separation in
describing those whom Christ died for. Helpless and ungodly, i.e. neglectful of
God, in verse 6, sinner in verse 8, and even enemy in verse 10. This gives a clearer
picture of how deep God’s love really is.

In Jesus, God died for us while we where still sinners, even enemies of him,
opposing and working against him in different ways. This is something he has
done for all of us. It has nothing to do with merit. There is nothing we can do
in order to earn or deserve God’s forgiveness, or favor. With that said, there are
two aspects, or two parts of reconciliation. Reconciliation requires the offended
party to extend or offer forgiveness to the offending party. But it also requires that
the offending party seeks this forgiveness, i.e. to recognize and admit that some
wrong has been done and seek to resolve it. Through Jesus Christ God put man
in a savable position, by offering forgiveness. That is his gift. But each one of us
still need to experience full reconciliation by personally receiving that gift. When
we do, we become reconciled with God.
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This is where we often start to add stuff. A gift so great seems too simple.
Surely, we say, there must be a catch. Surely, we must do something to earn or
deserve it. NO!

It is a gift, and we have to receive it as such.

Never forget that. And don’t add any requirements to it.

Wrath
What about God’s wrath in verse 9? I started this sermon by saying that God is not
angry. Here we read that we will be saved from God’s wrath if we are reconciled
to him. Is God angry after all?

In a way yes, and I think we should be grateful for that. If we once more
look at the Greek word used, I promise this is the last one, it is "orge" (or-gay).
It’s meaning is close to "indignation", which means anger aroused by something
unjust, unworthy, or mean. It also indicates something that swells or builds up
over time. So, this means that God is not indifferent to injustice etc. The Bible
says that God is slow to anger, and he is. But there will come a time when injus-
tice, meanness, and cruelty have filled their cup. In that time, what has not been
reconciled to God will be judged. God’s anger will be expressed in just judgment
over that which opposes his will, goodness, and purposes. In verse 11 we are once
more reminded that reconciliation is given through Jesus, and that it is real, and
we can have it, not tomorrow, not after we have died, but now.

Application
I think this is a quite remarkable text. It summarizes all the benefits that are given
to us by accepting God’s offer of reconciliation.

1. Declared righteous (v. 1)

2. Peace with God. (v. 1)

3. Access to grace. (v. 2)

4. Joy, even in hard times. (vv. 3-5a)

5. Love of God through the Holy Spirit. (v. 5b)

6. Deliverance from future condemnation (vv. 9-10)

7. Present reconciliation with God (v. 11)
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We accept this offer by believing in the full message of Jesus. It is a gift, born
out of pure love from God’s side. Or as we read in the beginning

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.

In this way the text also teaches us something about God’s features, and how
we can grow in his likeness, and become more Christlike. Where did God start in
order to reconcile humanity with himself? Did he start by pointing a finger and
say "You, yes you, are a bad person. You do not live up to my moral and ethical
standards. Repent and I will accept you"? No, he did not! He started by loving
people, even his enemies. He started by offering forgiveness to people who are
hurting, tearing down, and destroying his creation. He opens up a door for anyone
to be reconciled to him.

Therefore, our first and primary concern should be to love people, and love
them well, and display God’s love for them. When you have met God’s love, then
you are ready for, and will understand his standards in a different way. However,
if we start at the other end, by discussing God’s standards, chances are that we
will never have the opportunity to share God’s love. Or as John says in his first
letter (1 John 4:19):

"We love because he [Christ] loved us first."
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